Hillsborough County Anti Drug Alliance
General Membership Meeting
September 22, 2010

Call to Order:
Sonya Bufe/ Acting Chair opened the meeting at 1:10 pm. Introductions were made. Sonya asked if there were any corrections to the minutes from the July 28, 2010 general membership meeting, and Laurie Ellston noted a correction. The correction was in the section under the heading of SWAT/ Tobacco Free Partnership- Laurie stated that there are actually 15 total middle and high schools participating in SWAT. Joy Winheim motioned for approval of the minutes with the correction, seconded by Dan Cosby and unanimously approved. 

Recognition of Bob Holm
Sonya introduced Linda McKinnon to speak about Bob Holm’s accomplishments in substance abuse prevention and treatment over the years. Sonya congratulated Bob for his contributions and many years of service as a board member of HCADA and presented a plaque from HCADA. Ellen Snelling presented Bob with a certificate of appreciation from the Florida Office of Drug Control. Bob Holm spoke about HCADA’s history and growth into a community coalition. Bob said he enjoyed his years with HCADA but resigned because of a conflict of interest since CFBHN will be providing prevention funding for coalitions. Bob thanked HCADA for the recognition.

Celebrate Recovery Month
Sonya said September is recovery month and there are several events to celebrate including Rockin Recovery scheduled for September 25th. Sonya brought several recovery month toolkits for those who needed them. Brian Rushing, a 21 year old college student, spoke about recovery. Brian talked about his history of substance abuse which started at age 12. His use of alcohol and other drugs escalated after his graduation from high school in June 2007 and his life took a downhill spiral. In November 2007, Brian was in a DUI crash that resulted in the death of his brother. He was convicted of DUI manslaughter and went to jail. Brian has been sober for three years and participates in AA and NA. He has a job and is in college and is active in substance abuse prevention. Brian speaks to young people to encourage them to learn from his mistakes and stay alcohol and drug free.

Kidfest 2010
Regina Birrenkott spoke about KidFest 2010, an annual prevention event which will be held this year on October 2nd at MOSI.  KidFest includes the Too Good for Drugs walk and banner contest. 

Prevention Education
 Sonya stated that HCADA participated in the regional prevention coalition meeting which took place on September 8th. Rebecca Todd is coordinating the regional coalitions and Rebecca asked that coalitions send in any event/ meeting dates for the coalition calendar by the 15th of each month for the following month. This will be posted on the Network website. HCADA members should send Sonya event dates by the 10th of each month and she will forward to Rebecca. Rebecca said that she met with Bob Holm and Senta Goudy to discuss prevention planning and future funding. DCF and FSU have a plan to provide some coalition funding for 2010- 2011, but details are not available yet. More information will be given at the Prevention conference. The statewide Prevention Conference will be held on Sept. 28 through Oct 1 in Orlando.

Tobacco Free Partnership (TFP)
Laurie Ellston reported that the TFP has started a subcommittee working toward tobacco free schools. According to SWAT students, there are smoking areas in many schools for faculty and staff in places hidden from students’ view. They are reviewing the policy 5512- Tobacco Use, which prohibits smoking in all school board owned buildings. Last month, Advisor training was held for the SWAT clubs and it went well.  There are 15 total middle and high schools SWAT organizations. The advisors were trained on Big Tobacco’s marketing techniques, with the example of candy flavored tobacco. There will be a county wide SWAT meeting in October.  SWAT will have educational displays at KidFest and several upcoming health fairs.

Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force
Sonya Bufe spoke about the Operation Medicine Cabinet (OMC) drug take back event that was part of the statewide take-back program. OMC was held at three Sweetbay Supermarket locations on August 21st, and TTPD, TPD and HCSO participated. The PDATF organized a press conference at one of the Sweetbay locations at the request of the Office of Drug Control. Lt. Governor Kottkamp was the VIP at the press conference as well as County Commissioner Rose Ferlita, Dr. Rafael Miguel, Helen Justice, HCSO Major Luczinski, and TPD Lt. Morman. There was good news coverage before the event and WFLA and WTSP covered the press conference.  Almost 380 pounds of drugs were collected at the three sites. Another drug take back day is planned for September 25th, the DEA’s National Prescription Drug Take Back day TPD and HCSO will collect the drugs at five Sweetbay locations. TPD is considering the concept of permanent drug drop off sites at TPD police stations. Ellen mentioned that the PDMP legislation implementation has been delayed due to a bidding war between data base contractors. Also there are some pain clinic physicians threatening to file a legal challenge to the pain clinic regulation law that passed this session. Cities and counties around the state are implementing local pain clinic ordinances because of the delays in implementation of state legislation. The coalitions shared information about prescription drug issues during the regional prevention coalitions meetings and Ellen said that was very helpful.

Tampa Alcohol Coalition (TAC) 
Ellen Snelling said TAC met on September 21 and the guest speaker was Dr. Younger from the Poison Information Center. Dr. Younger spoke about alcohol and other drug poisonings. The next TAC meeting will be on October 19th at TPD, D 2 at 3 pm.  Ellen spoke about the FCAP (Florida Coalition for Alcohol Policy) state alcohol legislation priorities. The first priority is the open house party penalties enhancement bill. The second priority is tightening laws against serving obviously intoxicated persons and make responsible vendor training mandatory. 


Finance Committee
Next Finance Committee meeting will be held on October 5th at 3 pm for anyone who is interested. Topic will be financial and strategic planning for HCADA. Sonya stated HCADA did not receive the DFC grant this year. HCADA did receive a $7,000 grant from State Farm for the Battle of the Belts safety campaign. HCADA expects to receive a higher Ed grant and a grant in partnership with DACCO in which HCADA will conduct a community assessment. Other grants and sources of funding will be sought.

Board Elections
A slate of board member nominees was passed out to HCADA members present. Members were instructed to select 15 to 25 board members. Nominations included all sectors recommended for community coalitions in the DFC grant, except for nomination for a media representative. Members recorded their votes and Michelle Rovinsky collected ballots. Michelle tallied all the votes and turned them in to Sonya. Any write in candidate names will be sent out by e-mail to members for a vote.

Old Business
Sonya discussed the media attention HCADA has been getting from an investigative reporter.  The reporter has asked for quite a bit of information from HCADA and stated that he thought that HCADA is under the sunshine statute. There was discussion about the Florida sunshine law and Mary Lynn Ulrey said that in general, a 501c3 non profit is not under the sunshine law.  Ellen stated that she thought HCADA was not under the sunshine statute after it became a private nonprofit and no longer functioned as an advisory group for the County. Ellen said that this needs to be clarified because if there is a confirmation that HCADA is under the sunshine statute, board members will need a training on the statute and its guidelines. Sonya said an attorney has been consulted and is to advise on this issue.

New Business
Dan Cosby said that Rehab after Work is holding an open house on September 30th, with a guest speaker, Dr. Julia Pearson, Chief Toxicologist with the Hillsborough County Medical Examiner’s Office.  HCADA members are welcome to attend.

Adjournment
Bob Holm motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Andrew McFarland and unanimously approved to adjourn the general meeting at 2:15 pm. The next HCADA board meeting will be on October 27th at 1 pm.  And the next PDATF meeting will be on December 8th at noon followed by an HCADA meeting.




