Hillsborough County Anti Drug Alliance
General Membership
March 21, 2011
Call to Order:
Sonya Bufe/ Chair opened the meeting at 1:12 pm. Introductions were made. Sonya asked if there were any corrections to the minutes from the January 26, 2011 general membership meeting. Hearing none, Sonya asked for a motion to approve. Rhiannon Capling motioned for approval of the minutes, seconded by Rich Woytowich and unanimously approved. 

Sonya introduced the new HCADA director, Cindy Grant. Cindy has extensive experience in working with communities across Florida to implement evidence based strategies that will make an impact on substance abuse and its related consequences. Cindy said she is looking forward to working with HCADA members and in the community. She has reviewed the SARG logic models and CCAP and these will be updated. Cindy plans to meet with Ellen Snelling and Lisa Hilko to work on updating these documents. Cindy discussed state prevention funding and the Partnership for Success Grant funding that HCADA will apply for once the RFP is released.

Presentation: Attitudes Toward Medication Assisted Treatment in a Drug Court Program
Caroline Allison, FMHI undergraduate research student, presented a PowerPoint on the perceptions of community leaders and clients towards the use of medication (such as methadone) in drug court treatment programs. Caroline described the prescription drug problem nationwide, in the state of Florida, and in Hillsborough County. Medication assisted treatment can reduce crime and overdose rates and take strain off the criminal justice system and health care providers. Caroline developed interview questions regarding the Hillsborough MADCT program and related issues such as legislation, policy, gaps in services, etc. The study found that 75% of stakeholders prefer Suboxone over Methadone for medication assisted treatment. There are problems related the cost of Suboxone and insurance/ Medicaid coverage making it less accessible than methadone. Recommendations based on the research include: making Suboxone more accessible, and implementation of the PDMP.  Caroline’s Powerpoint is available on request.

HCADA Business
Meeting Dates
The HCADA general meeting dates at the Family Justice Center have been set through June 2011 and are posted on the HCADA website.

MOUs/ Conflict of Interest Forms
Sonya Bufe asked that signed MOUs and Conflict of Interest forms be returned to Sonya or Ellen.

Newsletter Cindy Grant developed an HCADA newsletter that was sent out to the general membership and community partners. Cindy is working on ways to publicize HCADA activities and accomplishments in order to increase community awareness and to help with fundraising efforts. The newsletter is posted on www.hcada.com,


Assistance/ Volunteer Opportunities
Sonya Bufe asked HCADA members to volunteer for projects such as health fairs, prescription drug drop offs, etc. and to get more involved on committees.

Marijuana Task Force    
Sonya and Ellen discussed the FYSAS Hillsborough County youth marijuana statistics and the need to address marijuana issues. It was agreed that an HCADA Marijuana Task Force would be initiated. Information about the first meeting will be sent out to the membership.

Ideas for community strategies
Sonya opened up a discussion for ideas to increase community participation and community outreach. The Sarasota coalition’s strategy to reach out to hospitals and physicians to provide education on prescription drug abuse was discussed. The concept of HCADA providing physicians and health care workers with training on signs of abuse/ addiction and how to refer people into drug treatment was discussed. Rhiannon said we need more Be the Wall activities for the schools and parents. Involvement from the Public Health Department in HCADA was also suggested.

Financials
Rich Woytowich discussed the draft HCADA audit and said it looked very good. Cindy Grant will work on fundraising. Helen Justice suggested “dress down days” at work with contributions to raise awareness about prescription drug abuse.

Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force
Helen Justice will provide a summary legislative update regarding pill mill regulation bills and the PDMP to be sent out to the HCADA group. 

Tampa Alcohol Coalition
Ellen said that the Gasparilla Respect and Zero Tolerance campaign was very successful. Upcoming events include Walk like MADD on March 25 and TAC will attend the HCSO SAVE Vendor Recognition presentation at the SPT Forum on March 29.

Tobacco Prevention Partnership Hillsborough
Laurie Ellston said the TFPH Open House scheduled on February 14that the FJC at 3 pm was successful. Laurie passed out Tobacco Awareness Community Toolkits that includes TPPH accomplishments.

New Business
Sue Carrigan passed out gambling prevention educational materials and stated she is available for making presentations. Rhiannon said there is a “Fit Kids” event that HCADA could participate in that occurs every Tuesday at 4 to 7 pm at a playground near the Children’s Museum. It is well attended by up to 500 people.  Sonya announced that The Centre will hold a Golf Tournament fundraiser on April 8th. HCADA is collaborating with HCSO, TPD and Sweetbay Supermarkets to participate in the DEA national prescription drug Take Back on April 30th. HCADA will order Operation Medicine Cabinet banners for the take back event.

Adjournment
Rich Woytowich motioned to adjourn and it was seconded by Helen Justice and unanimously carried. The board meeting was adjourned at 2:11 pm. The next HCADA general meeting will be held on May 23rd at 1 pm at the Family Justice Center. 

