Hillsborough County Anti Drug Alliance
General Membership
January 26, 2011
Call to Order:
Sonya Bufe/ Chair opened the meeting at 1:08 pm. Introductions were made. Sonya asked if there were any corrections to the minutes from the December 8, 2010 general membership/board meeting. Hearing none, Sonya asked for a motion to approve. Sue Carrigan motioned for approval of the minutes, seconded by Rich Woytowich and unanimously approved. 

Transportation Awareness Program Presentation- Phyllis Cole, BayCare
Lauren Patton gave a presentation on the Transportation Awareness Program, TAP. This is funded by the New Freedom Grant and serves Hillsborough, Pinellas and Pasco County. TAP provides transportation assistance for those in need including elderly, mentally ill, economically disadvantaged and students.TAP has trained 2,300 and served over 600 in the community. One of the successful educational event s was the Legislator Ride the Bus day, where government officials were invited to use the public transportation system in Pasco.

HCADA Business
Meeting Dates
Ellen Snelling contacted the FJC and confirmed meeting dates for the first 6 months of 2011. The dates are posted at www.HCADA.com . The next general HCADA meeting will be held at the FJC on March 21st at 1 pm, followed by a board meeting at 2 pm. The next HCADA board meeting will be held at the FJC on February 23rd at 2 pm. Ellen passed around a list of the meeting dates/ times.

MOUs/ Conflict of Interest Forms
Sonya Bufe passed out MOUs and Conflict of Interest forms to those attending. Sonya discussed the forms and asked that members to read over and sign the forms then return them to Sonya or Ellen.

Letters of Support
Sonya Bufe stated that the executive board discussed the need for letters of support of HCADA’s mission and accomplishments from community leaders. 

Assistance/ Volunteer Opportunities
Sonya Bufe asked HCADA members to volunteer for projects such as health fairs, prescription drug drop offs, etc. and to get more involved on committees.

Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey 2010
Ellen Snelling reported on the 2010 Hillsborough FYSAS report. High school students recent use of alcohol, binge drinking and marijuana all went up from 2008 levels and were higher than state averages. Middle school levels for recent alcohol use and marijuana went down but binge drinking went up. Tobacco use for high school and middle school remained below the state averages. Ellen said TAC will continue to work to reduce underage drinking and she suggested that HCADA start a marijuana task force to investigate ways to reduce youth marijuana use.  Handouts with a summary of FYSAS results were distributed and a PowerPoint is available upon request.

Executive Committee
Sonya Bufe reported on the executive committee’s trip to Tallahassee on December 20 to meet with Stephenie Colston and Senta Goudy about any concerns as state funders regarding HCADA. The concerns were: conflicts of interest and financial policies (as mentioned in the WFLA news report), and concern about the public perception of HCADA because of the negative media. Ms. Colston said DCF’s concerns were based on the media stories and Bob Holm’s statements and concerns. She said that the Partnership for Success grant would be competitive and an RFP would be sent out. Originally, HCADA was told that it would receive this grant and was written into the grant proposal. Senta stated that the Statewide Prevention Conference finances would no longer be handled by HCADA and it would be given to another coalition. Senta stated there was no problem at all with the way the Prevention Conference finances were handled by HCADA, but they wanted to give another coalition an opportunity. 

 After meeting with DCF, the executive committee thought it would be a good idea to gather letters of support from community leaders and organizations that HCADA has worked with to fulfill its mission. Dottie Groover- Skipper agreed that letters of support are needed and thought it should be a “next step” Mark Ware agreed to work on a document listing the value of HCADA in the community with bullet points of accomplishments and milestones. Ellen Snelling, Rhiannon Capling and Sue Carrigan said they would work on this project. This document would be sent out with the request for letters of support. Rich brought up the need for an executive director/program director to run HCADA’s day to day activities. The position has been posted on the HCADA site for two months and the job description was sent out to bard members to distribute to others. There have not been very few responses to date. Helen Justice agreed that an Executive Director is needed. It can be part-time for now then grow into full time. Andrew McFarlane said HCADA needs the letters of community support. A suggestion was made to advertise the part-time program director position in the newspaper at a cost of $700 to $1000 a week. The downside to this is the expense and it could generate a great number of applications- therefore HCADA should have a system in place to review applications and interview candidates. This topic will be discussed further at the HCADA board meeting.

Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force
Helen Justice summarized the latest pill mill regulation bills and updates on the PDMP. She also mentioned the loss of the Florida Office of Drug Control, which was dissolved by Governor Scott. This office was very supportive of community coalitions and was a great help in reducing substance abuse in the state of Florida. The community coalitions have voiced concern about the loss of the Office of Drug Control.

Tampa Alcohol Coalition
Ellen said that TAC supports the efforts of TPD, the universities, schools, Pepin and other partners to reduce underage drinking and alcohol abuse at Gasparilla. A press conference on the Gasparilla education and safety initiative is scheduled for today, and Bill Gieseking and Gina Firth will participate in it.

Tobacco Prevention Partnership Hillsborough
Laurie Ellston spoke about the TFPH Open House scheduled on February 14that the FJC at 3 pm, where businesses and individuals will be recognized for their tobacco prevention efforts.

New Business
Sonya Bufe stated that Long time HCADA board member Norman Campbell would be retiring in May. She also noted that board member Cordel Bachelor was nominated as a “Most Influential Leader in the Black Community”.

Adjournment
Rich Woytowich motioned to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Mark Ware. The meeting was adjourned at 2:02 pm.  The next HCADA general meeting will be held on March 21 at 1 pm.

Attendance Roster
Sue Carrigan, Prevention Initiatives
Rhiannon Capling, Dream Chasers
Laurie Ellston, Tobacco Prevention Program Director
Gina Firth, University of Tampa
Teresa Miller, Stop Rx Drug Abuse
Mark Ware, Attorney
Ellen Snelling, Parent/ Tampa Alcohol Coalition
Jennifer Fuller, USF
Helen Justice, DUIC Hillsborough
Andrew McFarlane, DACCO
Rich Woytowich, Bank of Tampa
Sonya Bufe, Centre for Women
Dottie Groover-Skipper,  SWAT Coordinator

Excused Absence
Renee Muratti, SAO
Norman Campbell, DJJ
Bill Gieseking, Pepin Distributing






